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to that Almighty and Gracious Being, which ſo 


Nx» it E M. xn latte Part of Ver. 17 | 


What toil thing i is this that ye do, and profant 
24 811. 9 the ee en e 


NN rr hs ar do we find. 
de zealous Nehemiab expoſtula 
ting with his irreligious Country- 
men. The Children of Iſrael had 
but lately obtained their Delivers 


nance from a ſeventy Years Captivi- 
1 ; they had juſt raken down their Harps from the 


 Willews, to viſit their beloved Son ; had juſt ſeen 


their Temple rebuilt, and a no Feruſalem ris 
ſing out of the Ruins of the old; it might have 


been expected therefore, that, while ſo many Mer- 


cies were yet freſh. upon their Minds, they could 
have been in no danger of forgetting their Duty 


compaſſionately beheld their Affliction, when they 


ſat weeping by the Waters of Babylon; Pal. 
exxxvii. 1. But how difficult is it to keep our 


ſelves uncorrupted, where we ate expoſed to evil 


Communication! So long a Commerce with Pa- 
gans had perverted the Worſhippers of the true 


God, and left them but little Zeal for the Per- 


A 2 


formance 


R L N 
formance « of religious e for, notwith= 
'tjnding thy, plous Example. of fle 
vrighr, and the great Coe 1 te he Nis 
intent upon reforming t their depraved Manners ; 
in ſpight of the diligent Reading and Expoſition 
of the Law of God to them, nd the ſolemm Co- 
venant with which they had newly bound them- 
ſielves to an Obedience to it, (of all which wie 
have an Account in ſome of the preceding Chap- 
ters of this ſhort Hiſtory; ) we find them return- 
ing to thoſe Profanations of God's Honour and 


Lbs; weh, Sting their Captivity, werte be⸗ 


mile bettet tin Beuthen, MA 
in the milf of 
bemab, few 7 
preſſes en 1b Sabbath, 
Wh Walling” Mes, as alſo Wim, Grapos, and Figs, 


und an mmer. of Burdens w6hivh they brought | 


imo Jeruſalem The Sabbath-fay, and I teflified 
agent 1heM in the day *whetein they "ſold Pi. 
CFertls. mend with ib Nobles of Judah, and 
ig wth the, Mbit coil thing is this that ye do, 
wht profane 750 Subbath-#hy'? Did not "your Fa- 
Tes thus) un Af mt Gol" bg all this Evil 
ies ns, ant 25 1 this City PFet Fe bring mort 

Wrath nos Itacl, by PAY aving the Sabbath ; 
Wera nf 7! © 
Buch Was the*Remioriftrance of 1 an day Man 
A gainſt the Inpfety of his Country; an tho 
ane Succeſs «of it is not Artery related, ye. 
a 1s 


2801 YO! Iz5S : 


EEE 


ir good GO. | 


come hibiriaf"tdtNem ;- und = N 


Earn do ne 22 2 3 — 


bringing in Fheaves, 


7 2923 w 
T 


—— — 
«Ae ad. Sn. I ct 


- nas Alu W 
* 


8 AB RATH= RR Anf. 


ſages in the Sequel of the Hiſtory, that he had 
the Happineſs to ſee it eſſectual, and to find 


the Crievances he eee, he; eien 


redreſſed. 19 19067 1 1551 
Every one of you muſt perceive what, is to be 
the duhject of the preſent Diſcourſe, and I can» 
not doubt but that many kind Prayers, are-alrcady 
put; p,amonglt you for the good Succeſs of my 
Undertaking.., There is ſcarce à Precept in; the 
Dire fia in which the Honour of God, the 
Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of gur Sul 
are more deeply concerned, than in that Com- 
mandment which teaches us the Reverence we 
owe to the Sabbath; and I appeal to every, 
Man, of common Obſervation, and Experience, 


particular Day is treated, has not a remarkable 
Influence on our whole Lives and Converſations ; 5 
1 mean, whether, the generality of People do not 
manifeſtly live either with or without. à Senſe of 
Religion, according to their Behaviour in that 
ſingle Inſtance. If the Caſe be thus, and an 
habitual Violation of this one Commandment will 
gradually leſſen, and at length perhaps quite ex- 
tinguiſn our Regard for every other Chriſtian 
Duty, how incumbent is it upon me, whoſe Of- 
fice requires me to watch over, you in all things, 
to edify you both by. Exhortation and Example, 
and, if your Circumſtances make it necellary, e- 
ven by Reproof, to imitate the F reedom taken by 
| the 


whether the Regard or Diſregard with which that 


is tlete Kificient Reaſon to infer: from. ſome-Paſl 


| 
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| the good Nebemiah, and to bear my Teſtimony 
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dgainſt that ſcandalous Abuſe which prevails a- 
mongſt us, of the Day which God hath made 
| holy; that profane aid ſhameleſs Diſſoluteneſs 

which ſhews it ſelf through every Stage of Life, 
which, by ſowing the Seeds of Vice and Irreli- 
gion amotig our very Children, trains them up to 
a corrupt and profligate Manhood, and at laſt too 
frequently ends where it would be almoſt a Mita- 
cle if it did not end, in an ignorant, hardened, 
impenitent Old Age? The Sabbath, inſtead of 
being obſerved as a Day of Reſt and Devotion, 
we too often ſee a Day of Noiſe and Tumult. 
A Command to do no manner of Work, is inter- 
preted by Multitudes amongſt us as a Licehce to 
deny themſelves no manner of Diverſion. During 
the Evening Service of the Day, while the Church 
is half empty, Publick-Houſes are full. Chil- 
dren, inftead of being inſtructed at Home in their 
Duty to God and their Neighbour, are ſuffered; 
without Cotrection, to purſue their Play. in the 
Streets; while Numbers of all Ages, by joining in 


ſome unſeaſonable Exerciſe in the Fields, are do- 


ing all they can to become a Scandal to the Relt- 


gion they profeſs, and to confirm themſelr es in 
Lenne and Ignorance. 


If there be any Truth in this Repreſentation, 
the Picture T am ſure is a frightful one, and wilt 
furniſh us with ample Matter of Humiliation, as 
perhaps the beſt amongit us, how much ſever we 
ay diſapprove of this Licentiouſneſs in our own 


private 
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ba with ſome Shame, in having ſo long for- 
born this public Application to you. ] 
ter'd myſelf indeed that ſo open a Remonſtrance 


nitions; but I ſhall learn from the numberleſs 
Diſappointments I have met with, and from the 


| continued Violations of God's holy Command- 


ment, to entertain a more humble Senſe of my 
own Authority and Influence. I confeſs my Weak- 


neſs, and am convinced that no Oppoſition I can 


ſingly make, is of Strength enough to encounter 
this reigning Evil. From hence proceeded my 
Reſolution of addreſſing myſelf to you. I ſaw 
my ſelf too feeble to contend alone with ſo power- 
ful an Enemy, and was therefore deſirous of be- 
ing ſtrengthened with your Alliance. And if I 


* 


can perſuade you to engage heartily in a Confe- 


deracy with me, there can be no Danger but our 
united Endeayours might be crowned with Suc- 
ceſs. If every one will watch over the Behaviour 
of his own Family, the Diſorder we lament will 
be eaſily redreſſed, the Honour of God's Law 
will be preſerved, the Day he hath ſet apart for 
bis Worſhip will from henceforth be ſpent agree- 
ably to the Deſign of its Inſtitution, and your 


Tera will ſoon reap the Benefit of your Care, in Þ 
the 


private Judgment, may be fill conſcious; of hav- * 
ing done leſs than we might have done, in order 
to ſuppreſs it. My. own Remiſſneſs'I:acknow- 


long flat- 
might have been unneceſſary, and that the Refor- 


mation I wiſhed for, might have been gradually 
* brought about by perſonal Rebukes and Admo- 


*% 
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in the Diligence and Faichfulneſs of yeur Ser- 
vants, in the e and een Dire. 
hs your Children.* © 997! | 9 4 

As I ſhould- rejoice to — myſelf: ? n any 
ee iallrumental to the Attainment ol theſe 
deſireable Ends, I would "willingly urge you to 
do your parts towards the Accomplilliment of 

them, from the ſtrongeſt and moſt engaging. Mo- 
tives that can be thonght! of: What Method 
therefore ſhall I purſue ? what Courſe ſhall I take 
to render my-Exhortation effe&ual ?- I might thew 
you the Reæaſonableneſs of ſetting apart ſong Por- 
tion of our Time for the Worſhip of God; but 
chat you are already convinced of. I might col- 
lect the many Precepts which are diſperſed in the 
Sacred Writings, requiring you not to defraud 
Cod of the Honour due unto his Name, and thew 
yon the Importance of that Duty, which conſiſts in 
Teverencing the Sabbath, from its being made the 
Subject of a particular Commandment ; but theſe 
things too you all ſafficiently know ; and I am 
perſuaded the moſt hardened Offender amongſt us 
would not preſume to argue for the Innocence of 
His Practice. I might give you a Le&are pon the 
Manner in which the Sabbath ought to be kept /; 
but which of you will pretend to want Inſtruction 
upon that Head? It cannot be unknown to the 
moſt ignorant among us, that if on that Day we are 


commanded to deſiſt from all worldly Buſineſs, and 


0 reſt from the ordinary Works of our Callings ; 
we 


the Comfort and Satisfaction of your own Mn | 
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multuous Sports and Recreations. We all know 
. that it is our Duty to conſecrate that Day 
do the Service of Religion, by Exerciſes of Pic- 
ty and Devotion, by: join joining in the Offices of 
the Church; by private Prayer, by Reading 
and Meditation; in ſhort, not only by taking 
bheed to our on Behaviour, but by having re- 
gard to that of our Families, and not ſuffering 

i to be profaned by any under our Authority. 
All theſe things I have largely inſiſted upon 
 x-former-Occaficns and if I had never done 
Ao, they are the moſt obvious: Leſſons which 
Reaſon and Religion reach. | At preſent I have 
no deſign to lay theſe Foundations again, but 
ſhall think myſelf” happy, if I can employ any 
' Tnducementy powerful enough to engage you to 
K — 92h mooedgpieibelotes af 


[| ow” Aa aur 


Io let you — —— ha 
dne View, I ſhall preſs you to pay a more ſtrict 
5 e 


Byt, That you een ered hig fence 1 
' Perſons of ſeparate Communiong, . | 


Srcondly, That you may wor more ce 
r promote your own Good. 


Lee That of — | 
one 
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Sper ul the mne Thing, ftir ing tq;ather 
dor the Funh of the Goſpel, and endenbur- 
ing to Werp the Unity of the Spirit in the 


muſt, in all human probability, grow ener 


wee WE TOSS; 
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bree Hate tidninged che Crechr of -Riligivn, 


Wit die mutual -Elifeartion of the Chriſtian 
-j Weed, had they: bern ſo happy a © have 


*pradtifed it, thuh un datt and univerſal Obe- 
dieter to the paſtolical Exhortatiomm, be ſorch- 
ig them to Walk ull by di faine Rule, 10 


Boad of Peare. But it pleaſed Sed to ꝙernit 
the Remy to o/ Tätes in his Field, Which 


wick the Whear inntil the -Haryeſt, It is m 
-unfeighcd -Beticf; that à puter Dosrine, And 
more agreeable to that delivytreti ro che Baits 
by Jeſas Chit und -his-Apoſtles, is · uo ere 


to de found, van that tawght in the-Gbyreh-of 


Dugi; yet jou know: mpon whiat' ations 
Pretences many Perſons have-thdugfit fit to de- 
ſert her Communion. It may be concluded, 


I nerd not doubt, frem your Preſence there, 


that you are eonvinced-no) Diſſanters, ef hat- 
_ceyer Denomination, have ſufficient Reaſon to 
vindicate their Separation from us; büt öf all 
their Objections, there is not ohe 1 am ore 
ſolicitous to: ſer intiexceptionably' cbnſied, chan 
rhat which they ſometimes draw from the Neg- 

ligence 
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ligepcp of our Eives, and particitabys from + 


the lirile Reverence we pay tothe ord- day. 


I ans; ſure I have aſten had rhe Montification 


to be reproved by them for ſuffering thoſe A- 
buſes of it, which iv. was by na means. in my 
power to reform 
ny weight with you/-this Seal tha be re- 
moved. We may well bluſh to have Exam- 
ple of religious Life propoſed tc us from the 
midff'of thoſe Sepatatiſts, whoſe Errors we com- 
_ but” Abepever this is dong, upon 
ir will lie to anſwer the Reproath. Has 
ür Locd and Saviour done less for ds than any 


le Reſurrection, that we take jeſs care than 
r to fan&ify the Day, which'the Chriſtian 
Church harh appointed ned to be holy as a 
weekly tion of it? Wirk whar 


Chuirepgnce bitt ye boaft ro a Diſſenter of the 


of our , — expect to ſee him 
*rebphciſed, while” we con rm his Prejudices | 
che of quay ale f How wi 2 
how piogſly, W. foever our Chy 
mg) reach, 4 oy 11 felves the beft 
A thoſe who are fatter 
5 Th het her, tht be the reſſgious and * 
emplary Lives of her Members. T beſeech there 
fore, and exhort 5195 Perfon to wipe off, as 
_ cat his Authoriry, ang a" careful Life will 
e him, this Seapdat and Reyroach from 
Milte Name; and to make himſelf up- 
B 2 on 


But if my Iatreaties have 


People, have we leſs Intereſt 1 his glo- 
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Believers, in Word, 
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on the Lord's- day 4 an Example of tb 


* 
| od od "yy 80 


n "x 


gious Obſervation; of the Sabbath, is the Ten- 


0 dency of it to promote your own Good. 


In an Aﬀembly of Chriſtians fare} maytde, 


vance it for a Maxim, that it; would be great 
ly, for every Man's Advantage, to live; under 


. - 


the continual Guidance and Conduct Reli- 
gion. There can be no Niſpute, concerning 
the Wiſdom of the Choice, , whether it is pre- 
ferable to, ſerve God or Mammon. Whatever 


therefore ſhall help to confirm, us in our Obe· 
dicnce, to keep up a Senſe 


upon God, and preſerve. a revercntial Awe of 


him in pur Mind, does in the ſame manner con- 


tribute to the Advancement and Security, of 
qur Happineſs. Now this is the delightful 
Fruit you cannot but gather from 2 right Em- 
ployment of the Lord s-day. How agreeable 

muſt it be to the truly religious Man, when, he 
= been waſting himſelf 3 in the Bulingſs of the 
World, and has for ſix Days. together eat the 
Bread of Carefwineſs, on 1 ſeventh to find his 
Retreat in the Sanctuary, there to unload him- 
ſelf of his. Cares, to lay alide every Weight, 
and ſeek Refreſhment in who invites to 


him. the weary and br Wins, wc The Nane 
is 4 firong 


& the Len, la th the 


Tower, 


in Converſation, in Charity, 
in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity; 1 Tim. iv. 122 


W as 
** 
Þ . A — 


— 


— 
* 
* 


— 
— 


SaABBATHCBREAR ING. 
Tower the Righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe ;; 


to launch out too far into the Troubles of this 
Liſe, who would carefully recal them every, 
Lord's: day to a Conſideration of that which. is 


to come. And if there is Truth in the Divine. 
Promiſes, your temporal Intereſt, will fare the, 


better for not neglecting that which is eternal. 


Hyoto yarely do we fer the Righteous; ferſalen, or! 
his: Seed begging: Bread? Afﬀten (pending. your) 


Sabbaths; not in the Vanities of-,the World, 
but in the Worſhip of that God to hoſe Good- 
neſs you are indebted for all the Days you 


live, you may return to ey worldly. Employ- 
ments with a more rational Aſſurance that Suc- 


ceſs and Bleſſings will attend your Labours, and 
may be encouraged. with the joyful Expectation 
that while you are providing 4 comfortable 
Subliſtence for this Life, you are laying up, at 
the ſame time, a bettet, and BE Tr 
ane in Heaton. „„ 


* le PO WMS 
vocate with you fox the Good of your Chil. 
dren, and to beſeech you for their ſakes, to 
treat the Sabbath with a becoming Reverence. 

And this Head I ſhall inſiſt upon more large- 
ly, becauſe, as I preſume all of you have real- 
ly their Intereſt at Heart, I cannot but hope 
for ſome good effect from repreſenting to you 


Prov. xviii. 10. There wauld be uno danger, 
methinks, of any Man's ſuffering his Thoughts 
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how gready their boch remapotit 5nd | ecornal 
boy nf Jer oogt upory-jyour Condutt in hid 


Pargjontar, Which N in the 


Language of our -Blofſed Saviour, | Aaitth. vii. 
9; 10. if bi2 Suu ach Bread; would give hies a 
Sons 1 or if bea A Ni, uu give him'd' 


Se.? Alas! bew many'are Ilie thofe un- 


natural Parents, without'refle@ing upon, or per 
obiving their Cxuelty ? In a Hreral fenſe; E bo- 
neve, there are few fo deſtitute of natural 'AF- 


fetten, a4 de be capable of \this Inhumanity. 


As far as ehe Body is concerned, le may be al- 
moſt ur true, That (@ Woman cunnef 


forget bes Juthing Child, vb e [100d nol have 
of bend But is bo- 


Fon un thi Son 
dily Food the only durfte nanee Which the Wunes 
bf Childrem call” for? "Surely they have their 
ſpirĩtual Neceſſities Hkewiſe; there is a kind et 
Hunger and Nakedneſs of the Soul, of "which 
Inſtruction s the proper Food and | 
and which fe ts as barbarotis to deny them, as 
Meat and Raiment for their Bodies. There is 
what the Apoſtle calls, 2 Milk of the Word, 
ſuited to their tender Appetites, that 18, Er- 
tain” eaſy Leſſons in Religion, adapted to che 
Tears and Capacities of People. What 
ſhall we fay — thoſe inconſiderate 
Parents ho withhold from their Offspring this 


_neceſfary Nouriſhment 7 Who, when the Capa- 


ey of their Children- to 'rcceive Inſtiustion, 
_—_ a5 it were, in the Words of Solomon, wy 


after 


3 


* * 


After Rude, wall lift up its 1/pice for den- 
Fanding,; Prov, l. 8. frop their Ears agaiuſt 
its bhpoftunity, and ſuſſer chem to grow ap in 
Igborange, v0 leſs deplorable! than that of whe 
Proplt of Nineved, without Jearging any N- 
ſtinction between God and Evil? When I the 
young Perſous who: were born in Chriſtian Fa- 
"milies, admitted. nt Covenant with God hy 


Baptiſm, entirled/ito- that | Redemptian which 
wame-by Jcias Ciriit, and capable by timdly 
"Gare aull Tuſtruction of bring made wile umo 
Dalonti on:; when Iiſue them in danger of er- 
icing ul weſe Frivileges, and living aqualiy 
Serargers 1d Religion and Decency, withont 
Government, without Inſtruction, proſaning che 
Babbitths wore :ouref —— perhaps, chan 


Ampicty, and, in ſhort, permitted, without cheek 


or uontroul from either Parent or Maſter, to fol- 
How every bad Example they ſhall meet with, 
ito mall in the ways of their ows-Hleatts, un 
din nihbe Ag 'of 'tpeir 1001 Eyes, I cannot fer- 
bear applying to them the Lamentation of che 
Prophet, The precious Sons, Lion, comparauie 
3 Jine:Gold, how are they oft eamed as satt hen 
Muc bers, ebe Work of the: Hands uf tbe Pat - 
r. "Even the Sea-Monfters:draw aut the Braaſt, 
bey give fuck to their young-ones. Tibe Daugh- 
aver of my Prbple i 1herome ct, The your 
a dack: Bread, and no. Man whacaketh ut 
ben; Jan tv. , 3, 4. How ; patherical: a 
"Deſcription dis- chis of the- Inkumnarmy of "chaſe 


Parents, 
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dren do in a: ſpiritual Senſe ask Bread, give 
them a'Stonz ? Now ſuppoſe" we ſhould ſee 
them carrying their Crueley one degree farther, 
and not only defrauding them of ſuitable In- 
ſtruction, but corrupting them by their own bad 
| Example, would they not then compleatly an- 
ſwer our Saviour's Queſtion, and when their 
Son asks a Hb, deceive him with a Serpent ? 
The evil Example of the Parents is the moſt 
deadly Serpent by which the unhappy Offspring 
- can be ſtung. We all know the buſy Nature 
of Children, and how forcibly: they are drawn 


. converſe. A perſonal Reſemblance is not more 
frequently tranſmitted to them by their Parents, 
than that of Behaviour and Conduct. How 
- conſcientiouſly then ought you always to remem- 


your Children write, and that every Defect 
- they ſhall obſerve in you, will in all likelihood 
be propagated in the Copy, and tranſcribed in- 
to their Lite and Manners ? 

From hence then be -prevailed upon to * 


For if it be of the utmoſt importance to your 
- young Families, to be early inſtructed in the 
Nature of God, and religious Duties; if the 
ſooner the Seeds of Virtue are ſown in them, 
the more glorious Harveſt they will produce; 
if you have been the means of bringing them 

©*, ge | into 


Parents, who, when the Wants of their Chil 


to an Imitation of thoſe with whom they chiefly 


ber that you are the Originals from whence 


the Neceſſity of keeping holy the Sabbath-day : | 
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int « World abounding with Folly and Extra- 


vagancies, where they ate on all fides ſurrounded * 


with Enemies, and if not guided by your Cau- 


tion and Advice, in danger of being led aſtray 


by numberleſs Temptations; if it is a greater 
Cruelty in you to fuffer them, by contracting 
Habits of Wickedneſs, to periſh everlaſtingly, 
than to lofe a temporary Life by running into 
the Fire, or into the Water; if more- 
over you muſt be anſwerable for every Sin of 
theirs which you might have prevented, before 
your Father which is in Heaven ; — by all 
theſe im t Conſiderations I intreat you to 
reflect whether the Sabbath does not claim a 
higher Reyerence from you, than it is cuſtoma- 


ry with us to pay to it. For if you neglect this, 


what other Opportunity can you find of plant- 
ing that Chriſtian Knowledge in your Families, 
without which they can have no Title to be con- 
ſider'd as belonging to the great Houſhold of 
Faith ? Good Inſtruction indeed is never out 
of Seaſon, but if you have no Leiſure to im- 
part it on that Day, which God himſelf hath 
ſanctiſied, and which the Chriſtian Church hath 
in all Ages deyoted to religious Uſes, I fear 
there is little Reaſon to believe you will make 
up the Defect, by borrowing Time from your 
worldly Affairs, when the Obligation upon you 
is leſs. Are you deſirous the young People un- 
der your Care, ſhould underſtand that they owe. 
any Duty to God, and that if they hope to 

C proſper, 
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proſper; it behoves them to live in his Faitls 


and Fear? Inſtruct them in that good Leſſon 
by your own Behaviour : Let them ſee; you 
paying the Diſtinction which is Tas to the 


Lord's-day, by removing all Levity from your 


Carriage, by abſtaining from your afaal Recrea- 
tions, by your , conſtant Attendance. upon the 
public Worſhip, and religious Exerciſes at Home. 
By thus appearing to live yourſelves under the 


Influence of Religion, you will win all thoſe 


you have to do with more effectually to the 


Practice of it, than by a thouſand Arguments. 


The Children and Dependants in every Family 
will chearfully ſubmit to any Reſtraint, which 
the Maſter of it impoſes upon himſelf. By liv- 
ing in this good Order, they would learn to 
Jook upon Relig ion as the moſt important Buſi- 
neſs of Life; and conſequently, would think 
it their Duty to employ every Lord's-day in 
gaining ſpiritual Improvements, which other- 
wiſe would be made ſo a Sacrifices to Sin 
and Folly. 

I do not queſtion but that in a Place where 
the Lawfulneſs of any kinds of. Recreation has 
been thought perhaps by many to have little or 
no dependance upon Times and Seaſons, ſome 


will be prepared to argue with me, and ob- 


ject that I am for carrying their Reſtraint too 


far; that though they ſhould allow it to be cri- 


minal not to treat the Sabbath with Reverence, 
in Perſons of riper Senſe. and Judgment, yet 
they 
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they can {ce neither Crime nor Inconvenience in 
continuing the uſual Indulgence to Children. 
Let this Matter then calmly be conſidered. Chil- 
dren, while they continue ſuch, . whatever Li- 
berties they take upon the Lord's-day, can ſcarce 


be chargeable with Sin; but I think it evident 


to a Demonſtration, that the Conſequences of 


this Liberty may be extremely fatal to them. 


Do you believe they have immortal Souls, and 
that this Life is only an Introduction to their 
endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ? If fo, you can- 
not certainly forgive yourſelves, if you do not 
labour, ſome*time or other, to imbue their Minds 
with a due Senſe of Religion. When therefore 
will you begin? Will you defer ſowing the good 
Seed, till the Soil is over-run with Weeds? 
Will you find leſs Difficulty in rooting out evil 


Habits, than in preventing them? Or do you 


conceive it will be ever eaſier for you to inſtil 
into their Minds a Love of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, than while they are untainted with wicked 
Cuſtoms? Will your Advice, your Authority, 
your Correction, have more weight with them 
at any time, than in their Infancy ; or will they 
ever ſubmit more willingly to any Confinement 
you would impoſe upon them 2 Was there any 
room to hope that being permitted to abuſe the 


Sabbath in their Youth, would incline them to 


keep it more religionſly when they were grown 
up, we might ſecurely leave the Virtues of the 
Man to atone for the Offences of the Child : 

| | : C 2 But 
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75" . ik, if theſe Hopes do manifeſtly. contradi& your 


Experience ; if the longer they are indulged in 
any bad Cuſtom, the more unwilliagly they will 
forſake it; if there is reaſon to fear leſt they 
ſhould in time plead your own Toleration againſt 


you, and perſevere, contrary to your Will, in 


| thoſe Courſes they had your Permiſſion to be- 
gin ; if unhappy Inſtances abound, which may 


convince you that theſe Obſervations are ground- 


| ded upon Experience; learn from thence the 


Danger of allowing your Children to practiſe a- 
ny Cuſtom, while you think their Years may 
excuſe it, from which it will be afterwards ne- 


ceſſary they ſhonld abſtain. I conceive we may 


venture to invert the Maxim of Solomon, and 
aſſure you with equal Truth, That if you train 
up a Child in the Way he ſhould Not go, when 
he is old, be will not depart 
the whole Qrder of Nature is changed ; when 
the corrupt Tres bringeth forth good Fruit; when 
you ſhall ſee Men gathering Grapes of Thorns, 
— Figs of Thiftles ; then, and not till then, 
will it be found true, that ſuffering Children to 
walk in the ſight of their own Eyes, is the 
Way to bring them up in the Nurture and Au- 
munition of the Lord. 
My Reaſon for dwelling ſo long upon this 
Topic, was thinking it of all others the moſt 
likely to engage your Attention ; for if a Man 
will not ſuffer me to perſuade him to do every 
ang | in his power to promote the everlaſting 
ER n 


from it. When 


tition be applied to A 
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Happineſs of his Children, he would certainly 
ee Admonition I could offer.. 
Moſt of what I have ſaid may without Repe- 
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I ſhould now ſay ſomething to excuſe fo te- 
dious a Diſcourſe, did not I flatter myſelf that 
the Importance of the Subject is ſufficient Apo- 
logy. It became me to ſpeak upon this Occa- 
ſion with the Freedom of your Miniſter, and I 
hope I have done it with the Candour of yout 
Friend. As many of my Auditors as ſtood in 
no need of this Admonition, will be fo far from 
being offended with the Liberty I have taken, 
that they will conſider me in cffe& as recom- 
mending their Example, and propoſing them 
for the Imitation of their Neighbours. I know 
the good Order which is obſerved in ſome Fa- 
rallies the Aim of this Diſcourſe is to intro- 
duce it into more. But if, after all the Trouble 
I have given you, the Fruits of this Attempt 


ſhould vaniſh in a little preſent Amuſement ; it 
you content yourſelves with barely approving 


my Advice, and let all Thoughts of putting it 
in practice die with your Converſation about it, 
you will pive me infinite Concern, and almoſt 
diſcourage me from Expecting to do any good 
by future Exhortations. It will then be natu- 
ral for me to believe, when I am diſcharging an 
T though indeed the moſt * 

ant 
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E of my Office, and venture to point 
out any Errors which want the Care of a Re- 


former, that you will think I have miſtaken my 


Buſineſs with you; that it is merely your En- 
tainment you expect I ſhould labour for, and 
not your Edification; that if I ever hope to 
pleaſe, it muſt be by the Amuſement I afford, 


by gratifying a Curioſity like that of the Men 


of Athens, and being able to tell ſome new 
thing; not by ſuiting my Diſcourſes to the real 
Exigencies of my Hearers, but by condeſcend- 
ing to do the low Office of a N Brafs, or 

a tinkling Cymbal. 

I have run over in my Mind the various Diſ- 
appointments that attended the Sower 'in the 
Goſpel, Matth. xiii. and dare not flatter my 
ſelf with hopes of being ſo fortunate as to e- 
ſcape them all. Part of what I have upon this 
Occaſion ſowed amongſt you, I muſt perhaps 
ſubmit to ſee trodden down by the Ways Side, 
withering upon ſtony Ground, or choked among f# 

orns ; yet in the greater part of you I pleaſe 
myſelf with the Expectation of finding the good 
Ground, a rich and fertile Soil, which will bring 


forth Fruit unto Perfection. 


I have only one Word more to detain you 
with in relation to thoſe unthinking Creatures, 
and barren in all good Works, that fly from the 
Care of the Husbandman, in whom the Word 


is never ſowed, who give me no opportunity of 


trying what Improvement they are nog of, 


o 
itn. 
o 
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this Diſcourſe, and making the Sabbath a Day 
of religious Reft. Yet ſomething, I hope, may 
be done even for their Advantage. It is certain 
they are a Scandal to their Profeſſion, and do 


not deſerve to be received by ns as Brethren ; 


yet neither would I have them entirely diſ- 
owned. Let us take the Example of our Beha- 
viour towards them from the Drefler of the 
Vineyard in St. Luke, chap. xiii. They are in- 
deed too exact Reſemblances of the uſeleſs Fig- 


tree there mentioned, yet let them not be caſt 


out of the Vineyard till we ſhall dig about them, 
and dung them, There is no way of trying 


what Service this Culture would do them, but 
buy endeavonring to force upon them the Bene- 


fit they wilfully reject. It was for the Amend- 


ment of ſuch Perſons that good Laws were en- 


acted ; if therefore the Solemnity in which I 
truſt the Lord's-day will ſoon appear amongſt us, 


and the good Examples of their better behaved 


Neighbours ſhall have no Influence with them, 
in theſe would I ſeek for their Reformation: 
And it is very reaſonable to hope that amongſt 
thoſe who are intruſted with the Execution of 
them, they cannot fail of finding Friends who 
will be always ready to do them the charitable 


Service of obliging them, as far as poſſible, to 
obſerve 


3 
There are many of theſe Spots and Wrinkles 
5 us, that ' deform the Beauty of out 
| Church. "Theſe I doubt there can be little 
reaſon to believe are now fulfilling the End of 


Wh Brie . 


. Conformity in Life ayd'Manners wich 
their Fellow-Chriſtians; nenn 
compel them to come un. | 
'.. We! extiorr therefore, and charge every one 
of you to walk worthy of the Vocation where- 
with he is called, being fruitful in every good 
MT v a9 tf God: 
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